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(57) Abstract: A capacitance 
determining circuit having an input 
protection circuit and exhibiting a high 
sensitivity. A capacitance determining 
circuit (20) for determining the 
capacitance of a capacitive sensor 
(Cs), comprising a buffer amplifier 
(12) connected to the capacitive sensor 
(Cs) via a signal line (13) and having a 
voltage amplification ratio of 1; diodes 
(Dpi, Dp2) series connected between 
the signal line (13) and a positive power 
supply (+Vdd); and diodes (Dml, 
Dm2) series connected between the 
signal line (13) and a negative power 
supply (-Vdd), wherein an output 
terminal of the buffer amplifier (12) 
is connected to a junction (21a) of the 
diodes (Dpi, Dp2) and to a junction 
(21b) of the diodes (Dml, Dm2). 
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